
the changing times

transitionarberth is part of the transition movement, a community based association helping to prepare 
local communities to move from a high carbon economy to a more sustainable, low carbon society.

The importance of a transition 
to a low energy society was 
given succour by the 
International Energy Agency. 
As a consequence of the world 
wide economic crisis, IEA Chief 
Economist Fatih Birol predicts a 
significant investment decline 
in the global energy sector. 
“Our calculations show that 
investment in oil and gas 
exploration in 2009 will drop by 
21 percent from 2008, that is 
by USD 100 billion.” He 
reiterated that oil prices could 
surge back to the record high 
of summer 2008 once the 
economy recovers and energy 
demand increases, leading to 
supply lags as a result of 
insufficient capacity.

The IEA is taking every 
opportunity to warn that the 
recession-induced drop in 
investment will have serious 
consequences when an 
economic rebound actually 
begins. In support of the G-8 
Energy Ministers meeting over 
the weekend, the Agency 
prepared a briefing paper 
warning of major cutbacks in 
oil, natural gas, electricity, 
renewables and coal projects. 

For the oil industry, the IEA 
identified 20 major projects 
costing $170 billion intended to 
produce 2 million b/d that have 
been delayed or cancelled. In 
addition, much drilling to 
sustain output at existing fields 
has been halted. 

McKinsey & Company also 
issued a new report arguing 
that an oil price spike as early 
as 2010 is inevitable assuming 
the current economic downturn 
is a moderate one. If the 
downturn becomes “very 
severe,” the price surge could 
be delayed to 2013.

Editors comment... although 
these reports highlight 
impending energy shortages 
and price rises, in my view 
they imply that this is due to a 
lack of investment.  I believe 
that even if investment was 
increased in energy production, 
energy costs would also 
consequently increase. If 
money could be made out of 
greater investment in energy 
production and extraction 
there would be greater 
investment. Only higher 
energy prices will trigger this 

investment as increased 
investment can now only 
produce more expensive 
energy than the energy we are 
currently buying. Oil and gas, 
once cheap to extract from rich 
fields now severely depleted or 
gone means greater costs 
required to extract harder to 
reach and less easily drilled 
deposits. There is and almost 
certainly never will be an 
energy source on earth as rich 
and easily exploited as the oil 
and gas used to date.

Whatever energy sources 
green or otherwise we choose 
to invest in we will not produce 
energy as cheaply as we have 
it now or we have had it in the 
past. As individuals we have no 
easy influence on what 
governments or companies 
invest in. We do however have 
a lot of influence in what we as 
individuals use. By investing a 
little time, forethought and 
priority to transitioning to 
lower energy use we can get 
immediate and guaranteed 
reductions in our own energy 
costs. 

Transition Narberth is nearing 
its first year of existence. To 
mark thus event we are 
holding our inaugural annual 
general meeting on 
Wednesday 10th June, 7.00pm 
at the CP School in Narberth.

The Steering Group will be 
stepping down to be replaced 
by an elected committee 
charged with carrying on the 

important work started in our 
first busy year. 

All are welcome to this social 
evening where a short film will 
be shown. We hope to reflect 
on the achievements of our 
first year and draw inspiration 
to build upon the important 
work already completed to 
help lead us to a more 
sustainable, greener, less 

energy dependent way of living 
to help meet head on the 
combined threats of climate 
change and peak oil.

Do we have the Energy?

Steering Group to Step Down at AGM



Lunen in north Dortmund, 
Germany will become the first 
town in the world powered by 
animal and vegetable waste 
when it launches a biogas 
network later this year. 
The biogas will be produced 
using manure from local farms 
and other organic material 

from the surrounding area 
including garden and 
vegetable waste provided by 
the residents themselves. 
The plant can produce 6.8MW, 
enough to power and heat 
26,000 houses. According to 
Peter Kindt, director of Alfagy 
Ltd, which distributes CHP 

plants, the Lünen network 
could provide 30-40% of the 
town's heat and electricity 
needs.

When will we see this 
happening in South Wales?

Steering group meeting
The last meeting of the Steering Group 
that has been responsible for the first 
year’s hard work is being held on Sunday 
7th June at Greenbush 7-9pm, tel 01437 
563 936.
CMI 
A great report appeared in the Narberth 
and Whitland Observer recently of Chris’s 
presentation to The Chartered 
Management Institute. Our thanks once 
again to Hilary Harvey for her work that 
made the presentation possible.
Permaculture
Transitionarberth is busy preparing a 

permaculture course for the Autumn, 
Look out for details in the future.
Heart of Transition
Walking and Poetry in the Preseli’s 
Sunday 14th June 3pm. All Welcome 
meet Glandy Cross car park 
Food Festival
What a wonderful festival this is, a tribute 
to the people of Narberth especially those 
working tirelessly to make sure it’s 
always such a success. The Guardian 
gave much praise to this amazing food 
festival, and this year we have been 
invited to give a presentation on 
Transition and local food production.

Farm for the Future
An inspirational Film from Rebecca 
Hoskings, followed by a discussion led 
by local organic farmer Bruce Carlisle. 
Wednesday 24th June 7.15pm Narberth 
CP School. Not to be missed.
Skills4 Transition
This vital sub-group of transitionarberth 
continues its work, recently having its 
first hectic bicycle maintenance 
afternoon, more adults willing to learn are 
needed, very enjoyable never the less. A 
programme will be available shortly.

“Most worrying, the days of 
cheap oil may be a thing of the 
past.---- In the post-war years, 
there has been a clear link 
between oil prices and global 
growth; the long boom of the 
1950’s and 60’s was an era 
when crude oil was dirt cheap; 
all four major recessions (1974-
75, 1980-82, 1990-92, and 
2008 to now), followed a spike 
in oil prices. 
On the basis of what has 
happened in the recent past, 
we are likely to see oil prices 
on an upward trend but with 
wild gyrations. Frequent oil 
spikes when the global 
economy appears to be on the 
mend will be followed by a 
crash in prices as the impact of 
dearer energy raises business 
costs and bites into consumer 

spending power.
There is a silver lining to this 
cloud. Another half century of 
global growth at 5% a year 
powered by cheap fossil fuels 
would almost certainly be the 
death of the planet as we know 
it. But we are as ill prepared 
for the post-fossil fuel age as 
we were for war in 1939.

But we are at our best when 
we have our backs to the wall: 
lets establish a Bletchley Park 
for renewable energy schemes, 
where the best scientists work 
out how Britain will survive 
when the oil runs out. And let’s 
do it now.”
Larry Elliot, Guardian 
Economics Editor

Comment from Chris 

Lawrence; 

The last paragraph isn’t 
hopeful.  Let’s leave it to 
someone else!  What we need 
is for everyone to play their 
part, and just leaving the 
solutions to others could be 
both risky, and may well have 
played its part in getting us 
into this mess in the first place. 
Transition’s response is to do 
both. Do the research into 
renewables post haste, but 
also act locally to build 
resilience. First by raising 
awareness of the challenges, 
and then with the communities 
themselves being involved, 
producing local sustainable 
energy , local sustainable food 
and returning real power to 
people by reskilling. 

Whiff of pride for first town to be powered by 
manure

Other News and Events

Quotes from the Guardian Monday 18 May




